HOW  STRONG  IS  BRITAIN ?
the recent developments in the relationship between
her and her sovereign Dominions, which we have
already discussed in a previous chapter. The member
countries of the British Empire regard their association
as a league of peoples to preserve world peace, to place
justice in the stead of tyranny, and to make agreement
the instrument for settling international disputes instead
of war. That was laid down very clearly at the Empire
Conference of 1937, and it means that Great Britain
can no longer pursue an unethical and unjust foreign
policy without risking losing the support of her closest
allies, the Dominions.
British diplomacy has the reputation of being the
cleverest in the world. Its cleverness consists in the
fact that it always justifies all its acts and omissions
with the utmost care, and when its undertakings
happen to be of such a nature that it is difficult to
justify them on moral grounds then at least it chooses
some form which is calculated to make them more
acceptable to public opinion. Great Britain is cer-
tainly not always moral in her actions, but at least she
must always do her best to appear so, and therefore
she wins world public opinion over to her side although
it would be more natural in the normal course of things
for a country which straddled the world to find the
world against it. It is this principle, and not any
inherent superiority, which has made British diplomacy
so successful, and it can be seen most clearly when-
ever British interests come into conflict with ethical
standards. Under such circumstances one can often
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